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distinct military value, but that it would possess great
commercial attractions as well- For Instance, there is a
considerable and increasing trade between the Coolgardie
goldfields country and the eastern States, which has to
be carried out by steamer at present^ involving a long,
tedious journey, whereas by rail the two centres would be
brought within direct and accelerated connection of one
another. Another feature was emphasised also, and that
was the great saving in time possible by dispatching the
European mails and passenger traffic overland from east to
west, instead of by sea as at present.
The Commonwealth appears resolved to carry the scheme
to'fulfilment, especially In view of Lord Kitchener's strong
advocacy of the project, and when this is accomplished
passengers landing at Fremantle will be able to travel by
rail so far as Rockhampton in Queensland, a distance of
3,800 miles. Owing to the varying gauges in Australia,
such a journey would involve no less than five changes of
carriages at least, and this is the one great disadvantage
connected with the scheme.
In order to observe railway engineering* In its most
spectacular form in the Antipodes one must cross the Tas-
man Sea into New Zealand. The England of the South
is provided with a backbone of lofty and extremely broken
ridges. Indeed, the advance of the railway-builder through
this country has been beset with abnormal obstacles which
recall the conquests of the Rocky and Cascade mountains in
North America. The most outstanding feature on the
whole network of railways operated by the Government is
the amazing number of bridges, the cost of which must
represent a huge sum- In the early days chasms and
gorges which the railway was forced to cross were spannec
by wooden structures, but these have since been replac
by substantial and often lofty steel structures. Whe
the engineer has essayed to leave the coast on either
the island, the mountains have reared up to
advance, and it has been only by dint of great j^7
the metals have been carried over these ^*